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Highway funds face bleak future 


Falling revenue 


indicates budget 


cuts likely 


The Highway Division is 
between a rock and a hard place. 

Conservation and fuel-efficient 

‘cars are draining the Highway 
Fund. 

And inflation, powered by es- 
calating oil prices, has driven con- 
struction and maintenance costs 
nearly out of sight. 

That was the gloomy “Christmas 
message” State Highway Engineer 
Scott Coulter gave to the Transpor- 
tation Commission at its December 
meeting. 

Coulter said the future looks 
even worse, with a “further decline 
in state revenue of approximately 
$8 million’’ forecast for fiscal years 
1982-83. 

If that forecast becomes a 
reality, Coulter told the commis- 
sion, budget cuts will have to be 


To help the commission under- 
stand the impacts of an $8 million 
budget reduction, Coulter de- 


scribed the result if the entire 


amount were cut from just one 
program or the other. 

If the construction program 
were reduced by that amount, 
Coulter said, an “additional $103 
million worth of projects would 
need to be deferred...as well as 
some Interstate substitution pro- 
jects, because construction of most 
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State Highway Engineer Scott Coulter, above, explains 
the bleak financial future of the Highway Division to 
the Transportation Commissioners at their December 
meeting. Chairman Anthony Yturri poses a question 
concerning the proposed cuts | in construction and 


maintenance budgets. 


projects involves at least two years.’ 


the construction and lisiWesuleredided that ‘a_ large 
volume must be: deferred to reduce 


HIRING FREEZE 


Because of the Highway Divi- 
sion’s worsening budget prob- 
lems, Assistant State Highway 
Engineer R. L. Schroeder has 
clamped a freeze on new hires in 


maintenance. 

Schroeder said the hiring ban 
applies to seasonal and tempo- 
rary as well as to permanent em- 
ployment. Exceptions to the ban 
require his approval. 


the cash flow in any given period.” 

If on the other hand, the $8 mill- 
ion were to be cut entirely from the 
maintenance program, a reduction - 


of “50 to 60 
-employeesand = ~ 
the work they persutd? mpertorin” 
would result,“ Coulter said. 
“This would involve curtailing 
the blade patching effort by about 
25 percent,‘ Coulter said, ‘‘and 
contract maintenance and equip- 
ment purchases would be de- 
creased by some 15 percent.” 
Coulter said there would have to 
be a ‘decline of wintertime serv- 
ices,’ such as snow and ice patrol- 
ling, brush cutting and ditch clean- 
ing. Road closures could be more 
frequent and motorists may have to 
make more use of their tire chains. 
Coulter indicated he was leaning 
toward taking heavier cuts in the 
maintenance program because of 
the greater impact on Oregon’s 
economy if substantial amounts of 
federal aid were to be lost. 


Aides selected for 
‘81 legislative session 


Division administrators have 
selected legislative aides to assist 
them during the 1981 session, 
which begins Jan. 12. 

Aides will monitor legislation af- 
fecting a division, attend commit- 
tee hearings, schedule witnesses to 
testify on bills, oversee preparation 
of fiscal impact statements, and, in 
general, keep the administrators 
closely informed about matters of 
concern in the legislative process. 

Weekly meetings will be held 
with Assistant Director George 
Bell, who is responsible for overall 
coordination of ODOT’s legislative 
program. 

Aides will also publish periodic 
status reports on all legislation re- 


lating to their division. 

The legislative aides are: 

® Vinita Howard, public informa- 
tion officer, Motor Vehicles Divi- 
sion; 

® Robert Hamilton, director of 
permits, Highway Division; 

@ John Elliott, public information 
officer, Parks and Recreation Divi- 
sion; 

@ Roselyn Kay, assistant to the 
administrator, Public Transit Divi- 
sion; and 

© Roger Ritchey, deputy adminis- 
trator, Aeronautics Division. 

The legislative aides system was 
inaugurated prior to the 1979 legis- 
lative session, and was generally 
credited as being very. successful. 


Social security 
taxes rise 


ODOT employes will pay more 
Social Security taxes beginning 


Jan. 1, 1981, according to Carl 
Hobson, personnel operations 
manager. This will mean a higher 
percentage rate of 6.65, compared 
to the present rate of 6.13. In addi- 
tion, the total amount subject to 
social security taxes will increase 
from $25,900 to $29,700 in 1981. 
However, there is some good 
news for retirees. Those under 65 
will have the ceiling raised from 
$3,720 to $4,080 on the amount 
they can earn without losing bene- 
fits. Retirees between the ages of 
65 and 71 will be able to earn 
$5,500, as compared to the current 
$5,000. Those over 72 may continue 
to earn any amount without reduc- 
ing their social security payments. 


Revenues down 


For the eleventh consecutive 
month, gas tax revenues in Octo- 
ber were below the budget fore- 
cast--down a whopping 14.1 per- 
cent, or $1.2 million. 

So far this biennium, gas tax re- 
ceipts are below forecast by 10.15 
percent, or about $13.8 million. 

Weight-mile taxes were also 
down in October, 3.1 percent or 
$179,000. For the biennium, how- 
ever, weight-mile taxes are up 
slightly--about 1.7 percent--over 
forecast. 

Recreational vehicle fees jump- 
ed 31.9 percent during October, 
and are up 2.8 percent for the bien- 
nium. 
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Director’s Corner 


FRED KLABOE 


Recently, the Salem newspaper 
editorialized about how we weren’t 
listening to the voters at the last 
three gas tax increase elections, 
because we are again proposing a 
gas tax increase. What we propose 


this time, however, is different. 

The annual tax rate would be 
determined by multiplying the gas 
tax revenue collected in a base year 
of 1979 by the percentage increase 
in the Portland Consumer Price In- 
dex since 1979, then dividing by the 
number of gallons of gasoline sold 
during the previous year. 

| chose to answer that editorial 
as follows: 


To the Editor of the Statesman- 
Journal: 


It isn’t that we’re not listening. 
We’ve heard the voters loud and 
clear three times now (November 
1976, May 1978 and November 
1980) say no to a gas tax increase. 

But, as the second half of your 
editorial (12-23-80) states so clear- 
ly , that doesn’t mean the problem 
will go away. It will, in fact, get 
worse. And so will the ultimate cost 
to the taxpayers, as Oregon’s high- 
ways and roads continue to de- 
teriorate virtually unchecked. 


Hibbard resigns 
from Parks 


Wally Hibbard, assistant ad- 
ministrator for local government 
assistance, planning and rivers for 
the Parks Division, resigned his 
position last month to accept a fed- 
eral job in Atlanta, Ga. 

Hibbard’s new title, effective the 
beginning of the year,will be Chief 
of the Division of Grants and Tech- 
nical Assistance for the southeast 
region of the Heritage Conserva- 
tion and Recreation Service, U.S. 
Department of Interior. The region 
consists of eight states, Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands. 

Hibbard, 36, had been with 
ODOT nine years, all but one of 
those years with the Parks Division. 
He was named assistant adminis- 
trator in July 1979. He served as 
scenic waterways coordinator, en- 
vironment planner, assistant river 
programs administrator, Willamet- 
te Greenway program manager, 
and river program manager before 
being promoted to his adminis- 
trator seetipt 

John E. Lilly, 32, river programs 
manager for the Parks Division, 
was named Hibbard’s successor. 
His new position is effective Jan.1. 


We have a constitutional obliga- 
tion to maintain our state’s high- 
ways, and when our outmoded rev- 
enue source (set in 1967) prevents 
us from doing the job, we have a 
duty to let the legislature and the 
voters know about it. 

The other thing we’re trying to 
point out is that the straight cents- 
per-gallon method of deriving rev- 
enue to construct and maintain 
highways is as out of date as 
oversized cars with tailfins. 

More and more states (including 
Washington) have gone to some 
kind of a formula that will enable 
revenues to keep pace with infla- 
tion. The formula we will propose 
to the 1981 Legislature has the abili- 
ty to rise or fall, depending on the 
inflation factor in Oregon’s econo- 
my. It is not substantially different 
from the cost-of-living adjustment 
factor built into most union con- 
tracts these days. 

The alternative is to fall farther 
and farther behind, as revenues 
decline, as the price of asphalt con- 
tinues to soar, and as the condition 
of our vital state highway system 
deteriorates. 

Sincerely, 
F. B. Klaboe 


2K OK 3 2 eK Kok 


After 12 years in the Salem Fed- 
eral Highway Administration Of- 
fice, 8 of them as Division Adminis- 
trator, Glen Green will move up to 
the Deputy Regional Administrator 


post in Portland. Those of us who 


have worked closely with Glen 
over these many years will miss 
him. He has been a true friend to 
our Department. On countless oc- 
casions, he has ‘walked the extra 
mile’ to the benefit of all Oregoni- 
ans. On behalf of the many, many 
friends here, good luck, Glen. 
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ODOT nets two awards" 
In national highway 
design competition 


Oregon’s Department of Trans- 
portation won two awards last 
November in the 1980 highway de- 
sign competition sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Transporta- 
tion’s Federal Highway Administra- 
tion (FHWA). 

Oregon won a second place 
award for its West Portland de- 
monstration park-and-ride lot in 
the category ‘‘Intermodal 
Facilities,“ and a third place award 
for its 8-mile Lake Abert-Valley Falls 
section of US395 under the ‘En- 
vironmental Preservation and En- 
hancement” category. 

The park-and-ride lot is located 
at the intersection of I-5 and 
ORESOW. It provides 300 parking 


spaces, a large sheltered bus wait- | 
ing area, and a pedestrian/bikeway - 


across the freeway. 


Name dropper 


Creekname mystery — 
solved after 100 years - 


Remember Hooskanaden? Or 
was it Houshanaden? Or maybe 
Houshananden, or Houstenader? 

Anyway, it’s a small creek, about 


two-and-a-half miles ‘long, | that oom ‘Board on Geographi: 


flows southwest to the Pacific 
Ocean, just west of Carpenterville 
in Curry County. That’s a fact. 
What remains a mystery is its spel- 
ling, which has posed a problem 
since the 1800s. 

The question of its spelling was 
so unique that it was the subject of 
a VIA feature story which appeared 
in April 1978. The article promised 
that ODOT would take steps to re- 
solve the problem. 
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In its efforts to upgrade US395 in 
the vicinity of Lake Abert, the state 
Highway Division unearthed the 
site of an ancient Indian settle- — 
ment. In order to preserve the sur- 
rounding artifacts of this early — 
civilization, plans for the highwayg 
project were revised. a 

The competition, designed to re- — 
cognize outstanding highway or — 
highway-related projects, was — 
open to state, county and local — 
agencies; freeway or toll au- 
thorities; and design. firms. a 

The results of the FHWA’s first 
biennial awards program, ‘‘Excell- 
ence in the Design of Highway — 
Facilities,“ were announced during 
the annual convention of the — 
American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Offi- 
cials (AASHTO) at Las Vegas. pi 


The matter was referred to the — 
Oregon Board of Geographical 
Names for a decision, which i in turn — 


_ The decision: HOOSKANADEN. 
Among the names considered, 
and rejected, were: Hooskenatin, 
Houshanaden, Houshananden, — 
Houstenaden, Houstenader, — 
Hustenate, Khustenete, Khwaish- | 
tunnetunne, and Wishtenatan. i 
The Highway Division was inter- __ 


area of major slide activity along 
the Oregon Coast Highway 
(US101), near Brookings. The Geo- 
graphic Names report said it was _ 
named for a group of Tututni In- 
dians who lived along the stream. __ 
The Indians were originally report- 
ed in 1854 by the district Indian 
agent as Wish-te-na-tans, of which 
Hooskanaden is the present writ- Rise 
ten form. (Whew!) ey 
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was delayed for some crabbers in 
___ Charleston when the drawbridge at 
_. South Slough broke down the 
night before the season opened. 

Boats lined up to come back into 
the harbor for the evening, but the 
bridge did not budge. It was soon 
discovered the main drive shaft 
had twisted off at the lower gear, 
making the bridge inoperable. 

’ The Coast Guard was called in to 
help. A line was attached from the 
Coast Guard boat to the bridge, 
and the boat chugged away-- 
pulling the span open to let the 
crabbers through. This operation 
continued through the week until 
the bridge was repaired. 

Meanwhile, highway bridge re- 
pair crews removed the 40-inch- 
long drive shaft. Plans for the span, 
built in 1934, were brought out and 
examined. Specifications for a new 
drive shaft were determined and 
_ one was ordered. 

Bill Brown, district 7 engineer, 

_ said he was convinced the bridge 
was not built to be repaired. He 
said crews had to punch a hole 
through the bridge deck and a to- 
wer in order to reach the 


‘Facts’ updated 


_ “Facts about ODOT and its ac- 
tivities’’ has been revised to in- 
clude personnel and departmental 
changes and updated budget fig- 
ures. The new edition will be avail- 
able around the middle of the 
~ month. 

The facts booklet may be ob- 
_ tained from the Office of Inter- 
_ governmental and Public Affairs, 


_ Room 103, , Transportation Building, 


ler 


The wreckage of a crane which toppled 230 feet off a pier of the 1-205 
bridge early last month, killing two men, is lifted from the Columbia 
River onto a barge. Louis Gregory, 21, of Woodburn, and Robert Kirby, 
32, of Vancouver, Wash., both worked for Groves-Atkinson Co. of 
Vancouver. Kirby was in a metal basket being swung by the crane from 
one pier to another. Gregory was the crane operator. High winds and a 
weak girder are the suspected causes of the accident. 


‘The. opening « of crabbing season ak “mechanism. 


‘ross the state. 


A new gear arrived the jolene 
day and was installed. Still, the 
bridge remained stuck. The old 
plans were re-examined and found 
to be wrong. A new shaft had to be 
designed. . 

The redesigned shaft arrived two 
days later, and the bridge was again 
operating efficiently four days ach 
its failure. 


fore. 
_. Pierce said a big plus was the | 
\ount of management informa-— 


New phone system 
brings relief to DMV 


The Motor Vehicles Division’s 
new phone system in the Central 
Inquiry Unit has been a big hit 
since its implementation last 
November at the Salem headquar- 
ters. 

The system, known as the Auto- 
matic Call Distributor (ACD), has a 
“circle-hunt” feature so that when 
all lines are busy, callers get a 
taped message and are put on 
hold. The system searches re- 
peatedly through all lines until an 
available one is found. 

“It’s fantastic,’’ said Barbara 
Pierce, central inquiry supervisor. 
“It’s working much better than we 
anticipated. It’s doing more for us 
than we figured it would.” 

She said the new system handles 
an increased work load, distributes 
the work load more evenly, gives 
operators some time in between 
calls, and has created a better work 
atmosphere. 

She added that public response 
has been very favorable. ‘People 
tell us they would rather be on 
hold than get a busy signal,’’ she 
said. 

Pierce said operators accepted 
over 9,000 calls in one week after 
the ACD system was put in. “That’s 
up 2,000 over an average week 
prior to the new system,” she said. 

She noted that, on the average, 
operators can take 200 to 300 more 
calls per day se they could be- 


tion the new system provided. 
“We're still learning how to use 
this information,” she said. “‘It tells 
us the number of people trying to 
call in, and if we have enough 
phones to handle those calls.’ 


She said the new system has in- . 


creased work output without ad- 
ding telephones or employees. “By 
just updating the equipment we 
became more efficient,“ she said. 


Squealing tires part of the job | 
Vehicle ‘burns rubber’ to measure safety 


Imagine driving down a high- 
way, most likely in heavy traffic, 
and suddenly slamming on the 
brakes and locking up the wheels-- 
all at the touch of a button. 

This is what Phil Schollian, an 
engineering technician, does in the 
Highway Division’s skid- 
test vehicle. Schollian spends 
about six months a year driv- 
ing the vehicle around the 
state, measuring the skid re- 
sistance of highway surfaces. 

The vehicle, which the e- 
quipment unit bought in 1973, 
is along pick-up truck which 
pulls a small trailer. Itis equip- 
ped with a computer, mount- 
ed in the cab of the truck, that 
electronically measures the a- 
mount of friction between the 
tire and pavement surface. 

Schollian does most of his skid 
testing in high accident areas ac- 
Information from 
the computer is sent to the re- 
search department for interpreta- 
tion. If the amount of resistance 
between tire and highway is low, 


region engineers are notified of 


these areas as trouble spots. 

Schollian said it takes two peo- 
ple to operate the vehicle. “One 
person has to drive it and watch the 
traffic,“ he said, ‘‘and the other has 
to keep track of all the data from 
the computer.” 


The computer registers a variety 
of information, such as the mileage 
of the vehicle, air temperature, ty- 
pe of road surface, age and condi- 
tion of it, current weather condi- 
tions, time of day, direction of 
vehicle, and on what highway it’s 


traveli ing. 


IS THIS SKID GIVING © 
YOU ANY RESIS'TANCE ? 


Connie Tish, one of the central 
inquiry operators, said the new sys- 
tem has made life easier. 

“It has really cut down on the 
number of irate calls,“ she said. 
‘“‘The people are friendlier, and 
they are able to get their informa- 
tion right away.’ 


Wind, rain 


drown state 


Winter weather hit the state full 
force during the first week of De- 
cember. Heavy rain, accompanied 
by gale-force winds, and snow in 
the mountains washed out por- 
tions of several highways, and sent 
maintenance crews scurrying to 
clean them up. 

The southern Oregon Coast and 
Coos Bay area were two of the har- 
dest hit areas by the wind and rain. 
Waves and winds were high, and 
long ocean swells of 6 to 10 feet 
pounded the shoreline. 

Water cut a 12- to 15-foot wide 
ditch across the Oregon Coast 
Highway (US101) near Langlois, 
which closed the highway for sev- 
eral days. Travelers coming up 
US101 detoured nearly 200 miles 
while the road was out. They were 
routed up US199 from Crescent Ci- 
ty to Grants Pass. 

A detour from Bandon over 


~ORE42S had, to be abandoned 
_when that highway went under 


water in the Coquille Dikes area, 
and mud slides blocked the high- 
way between Coquille and 
Bandon. 

Meanwhile, a mud slide, two 
miles west of Bridal Veil in the Col- 
umbia River Gorge, swept away 
part of the Columbia Gorge Scenic 
Highway, and derailed a Union 
Pacific freight train. The slide was 
100 feet long and 10 feet deep. 


Through the computer, the 
operator can control which tire on 
the trailer to skid. By pushing a 
button, the selected tire locks up 
for three to four seconds, while 
the computer registers on a tape 
how much resistance there is from 

the highway surface. 

Underneath the trailer is 

a 300 gallon water tank, so 

water be sprayed on the 

road surface during the skid. 

Schollian said tires for the trail- 

er are special friction-test with 

deep, uniform treads. By spray- 
ing water during the skid, he 

said the tires usually last a- 

bout three weeks. 

“We don’t do too many 
dry skids,” he said. “I can go 
through one tire in about three 
hours doing dry skids.” 

Most of the skid resistance test- 
ing is done at speeds between 40 
and 55 mph. 

“There is no danger of the truck 
pulling across the road,’’ Schollian 
said. ‘This is a one-ton truck with a 
300 gallon water tank, so there is 
plenty of stability.” 
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Four courses offered 


VIA 


‘Wellness program to 
help reduce sick leave 


A proposed ‘wellness program’ 
to improve employee morale and 
help reduce the amount of money 
spent annually on sick leave is 
scheduled to begin later this 
month in Salem, according to Ray 
Stose, employee safety section 
manager. 

Last year, ODOT spent over $2 
million on sick leave. Over $1.5 
million of that was in Highway and 
Parks Divisions. 

Results of a five-year study by 
New York State Education Depart- 
ment, involving over 800 employ- 
ees, showed that an agency- 
sponsored physical fitness pro- 
gram reduced coronary risk fac- 
tors, improved physical work 
capacity, and reduced employee 
absenteeism from personal sick 
leave. ; 


Last year, ODOT spent over $2 mill- 
ion on sick leave. Over $1.5: million 
of that was in the Highway and Parks 
Divisions. 


ODOT will pick up the tab for 
the courses, and employees will 
participate on their own time. ‘If 
employees who sign up fail to com- 
plete 75 percent of the course, 
however, they must pay for the 
course. 

Four classes will be offered, and 


an employee may pick one or more. 


They include physical fitness, 
smoking cessation, stress manage- 
ment, and weight management. 

The exercise, stress and weight 
management classes are sponsored 
by the YMCA. These courses will 
be held either in the YMCA build- 
ing on Court Street, or in the 
Transportation Building. 

The exercise class is a seven- 
week program, one-and-a-half 


hours per week, designed for peo- 
ple who have not been physically 
active. It includes warm-up exer- 
cises, cool-down periods, and con- 
ditioning with educational and 
motivational elements to help par- 
ticipants get started on their own 
exercise program. 

Stress management is a 10-week 
course, each class lasting two 
hours, designed to teach partici- 
pants to identify the sources of 
their stress. Once identified, they 


‘ are taught to recognize their tense 


reactions to that stress, and focus 
on learning how to relax muscles 
by performing specific exercises 
and deep muscle relaxation. 

Weight management is a 10- 
week, one-and-a-half hour course. 
It focuses on the importance of ex- 
ercise, weight and figure control, 
and cardio-respiratory efficiency. 
The program revolves around exer- 
cise sessions; goal setting, values 
clarification, behavior modifica- 
tion, and group dynamics. 

The smoking cessation course, 
sponsored by the Seventh-Day 
Adventists, is a five-day, two hours 
per day, program to help smokers 
kick the habit. Physicians and psy- 
chologists are on hand during the 
course to explain the serious im- 
pact of smoking, why a person 
smokes, how to overcome the drug 
withdrawal symptoms, and how to 


battle the unconscious habit pat- 


terns of smoking. This course has 
an 85-90 percent success ratio. 

If this pilot program is success- 
ful, Stose said, it will be offered in 
the field, where facilities are avail- 


able, so more employees who are 
‘interested can participate. Field 


employees should contact the 
highway region safety officers if 
they wish to get involved in any of 
the courses. 


Way back when... 


eh tise: 
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Victor Dodier 


New program manager 
named for Public Transit 


Victor Dodier has been named 
program manager for the Public 
Transit Division, replacing Maxine 
Newell who resigned last month. 

As program manager, he will be 
responsible for the Section 18 pro- 
gram. He will work with small city 
and rural transit systems to help | 
them acquire state and federal 
funding to purchase and operate 
public transportation vehicles. 

Dodier, 30, has been business 
manager for the division since Feb- 
ruary 1979. He started as a transit 
researcher in 1977, after graduating 
from Willamette University with a 
master’s degree in administration. 

Dodier was born in Texas, and 
lived for a short time in Alaska be- 
fore moving to Oregon in 1965. 


Ramp metering to help 
relieve bottle-neck traffic 


By Vickie Rocker 
Metro Information Officer 


Beginning Jan. 7, ramp meter 
signals will light up 16 freeway on- 
ramps in North Portland, and help 
lighten up the traffic congestion on 
1-5. 

The section of freeway between 
the Broadway and Interstate 
bridges in Portland is the worst 
rush-hour bottle-neck in the state’s 
freeway system. ; : 

Ramp metering is expected to 
eliminate the bumper-to-bumper 
traffic jams that occur almost daily, 
by controlling the pacing and the 
spacing of cars as they enter the 
freeway. 

_A signal at ramp entrances-- 
about 300 feet from where the on- 
ramp meets the freeway--will flash 
a green light at intervals ranging 
from two to 13 seconds. Each signal 


eer 


The Alsea Bay Bridge under construction in 1935. This view is from the 


north shore of Alsea Bay showing progress of deck and tied arch 
construction. Today, the bridge’s steel reinforcements have been 
corroded by the salt air and are in need of repair or replacement. The 
accident with the truck belonging to G. P. Hunter (see inset), after 
failure of a falsework deck, is unlikely to happen using modern 


construction methods. 


is pre-set, according to the amount 
of traffic the individual ramp car- 
ries. 

The green light at each ramp will 
last two seconds, allowing one car 
at a time to enter the freeway, thus 
unclogging the back-ups which 
occur when a number of cars at- 
tempt to merge at one time. ; 

A short delay at the ramp will 
gain several minutes travel time on 
the freeway. Average rush hour 


speed is expected to increase from 


10 mph to 35 mph. Benefits of ramp 
metering include improved safety, 
decreased congestion, and better 
fuel economy. : 

The Metropolitan branch has 
made an extensive effort to reach 
motorists using I-5 to explain the - 
operation and benefits of ramp me- 
tering. For two days prior to the 
turn-on date, fliers will be handed 
out to each car using the ramps 
during peak hours. 

Although Oregon is the first 
state in the Northwest to install 
ramp metering, it has proved suc- 
cessful in many other states, 
including California. 

Oregon State Police will enforce 
the ramp metering system. 


ODOT program 


given approval 


Neil Goldschmidt, secretary of 
transportation, presented approv- 
al of the Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s Minority Business 
Enterprise (MBE) Program to | 
ODOT Director Fred Klaboe last 
month. The Department's program 
was the third approved in the na- 
tion. . 

The MBE Program, developed to 
comply with federal requirements, 
assures maximum participation of 
minority-owned and women- 
owned businesses in public works 
and construction projects. 

ODOT’s program applies to all 
contracting activities, including 
consultants, suppliers, and lessees. 

For fiscal year 1980-81, the 
Department’s overall MBE goal is6 
percent, with a 5 percent goal to 


minority-owned firms and a1 per- _ 


cent goal to women-owned firms. 
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Hydraulics moves 


water under highways = 


By Ken Bonnem 

Hydraulics is the science of 
liquids in motion. Road designers, 
looking for the best way to move 
water from the upstream to the 
downstream side of the road con- 
sult the Highway Division’s 
Hydraulics Unit. 

Richard Lenz, Hydraulics Unit 
supervisor, said the impetus to 
provide specialized hydraulic serv- 
ices came in the wake of the 1964 
floods. Lenz has been hydraulics 
engineer in the location section for 
13 years. His small unit currently 


Dick Lenz and Dave Bryson, mem- 
bers of the Hydraulics Unit team, 

_ work with a current meter, an instru- 
7 ment used to measure water ‘velocity. 
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-Right-turn-on- red controversy - 


~ Carpool Patching pro gram to begin 


By Doug Roberts 
Energy Information Officer 


Do the hassles of commuting-- 
the high cost, the problems finding 
parking, the traffic congestion-- 
have you depressed? Brighten up! 
Help is on the way. 

Beginning in January, the Energy 
Information Office will coordinate 
a carpool matching program for 
ODOT employees located in the 
Transportation Building. 

The first phase of the program 
will center on a matching board in 
the basement of the Transportation 
Building. Persons interested in par- 
ticipating in a carpool can match 
themselves with other ODOT em- 
ployees traveling along the same 
route and working similar hours. 
It's as easy as checking the grid 
map for your home grid numbers 
and then completing an application 
card. 

Depending on the response 
from the matching board, the Ener- 
gy Information Office may conduct 
further efforts to match the more 
than 600 ODOT employees in the 
Transportation Building. 

Those employees outside of the 
Transportation Building wishing to 
begin your own matching program 
should contact the Energy Informa- 
tion Office (378-6546) for assist- 
ance. 
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The national debate concerning 
the right-turn-on-red (RTOR) trans- 
portation system management 
technique heated up again recently 


__ with the publishing of a report by 


has three full time staffers. 
The scope of Lenz’s work varies 


. with the specifics of each job, rang- 


ing from carrying localized runoff 
through small under-the-road 
drains, ar culverts, to calculating 
flood potentials of entire drainage 
basins. 

' Lenz said there are many factors 


. to consider in sizing drainage 


facilities including rainfall, snow- 
pack, slope, soil type, vegetation, 
and development potential. 

The objective, he said, is to lo- 
cate and size the facilities large 
enough to avoid damage and law- 
suits in case of flooding or misdi- 


rected runoff, and small enough to 


avoid excessive construction costs. 
The effects of anticipated future 
uses of upstream land must be con- 


sidered, said Lenz. For example, | 


increased logging or subdivision 
development will increase runoff, 
so drainage structures must be lar- 
ger than conditions might warrant. 

On the other hand, he said, a 
previously logged area will pro- 
duce less runoff as the forest is 
regrown. 

The Highway Division can delay 
development on upstream lands 
that might overwhelm existing 
drainage facilities. Under such con- 
ditions, developers are required to 
construct basins which detain the 
increased runoff during heavy 
rains, and release it at a controlled 
rate. 


the Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety that criticized the tactic as 
unsafe. 

Based on a survey of nine states, 
the Institute found that crashes in- 
volving right turns at traffic lights 
rose by more than 20 percent after 
the adoption of right-on-red, and 
that there was a 57 percent increase 
in accidents causing injuries to 
pedestrians. 


On the basis of its survey fig- 
ures, the Institute estimated that 
there are 20,000 more crashes each 
year, 1,400 of which result in in- 
juries to pedestrians, since the 
adoption of RTOR. 

The findings of the Insurance In- 
stitute for Highway Safety clash di- 
rectly with a study done by the 
Highway and Transportation Re- 
search Council of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia and another 
completed for the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

The Virginia study said, ““RTOR 
has had a significant impact on im- 
proving traffic flow at intersections 
and in saving motorists time and 
fuel. Accidents and pedestrian 


problems with RTOR appear to be _ 


aly 


Dick Lenz, Hydraulics Unit supervisor, inspects the plans for a large box- 
type culvert being constructed under [-5, south of Salem. It is the second 
such culvert to be built under the highway in that area to handle a water 
back-up problem. 


The Hydraulics Unit works close- 
ly with the Bridge, Road Design, 
Location, Construction, Mainte- 
nance and Legal Sections within 
the Highway Division and Depart- 
ment of Transportation. 

Lenz, and his co-workers Dave 
Bryson and Gene Finley, have 
numerous historical records and 
computerized hydraulics’ pro- 
grams to guide their calculations. 

But, said Lenz, “we rely heavily 


on what our field men know, and 


minor, with the benefits of the 
legislation far outweighing any dis- 
advantages.’ 

An article in the July/August 1980 
issue of The American Transporta- 
tion Builder spoke in favor of right 
turn on red. The article reported 
that 1979 national energy savings 
estimates for RTOR measured 4.66 
trillion BTUs or 3.728 billion gallons 
of gasoline. 

ODOT Traffic Control Engineer 
Dwayne Hofstetter discounted the 
Insurance Institute’s findings. 

“\ definitely think there is no 
doubt that it is both energy- 
efficient and safe ,’’ Hofstetter 
said. 

Hofstetter pointed out an Ameri- 
can Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) study that found nation- 
ally the total accidents per sig- 
nalized intersection per year 
actually declining since the conver- 
sion to RTOR, with the right-turn 
accidents increasing from 0.7 per- 
cent to only 0.9 percent. 

Oregon has had right turn on 
red since 1951. 


DRIVE SMARTER TIP 
Driving at a Steady Speed 


Unnecessary accelerating and 
braking--two of the largest robbers of 
fuel--can be prevented by concen- 
trating on how you drive. Avoid tail- 
gating. Anticipate trffic light 
changes, stop signs, and road hazards 
by reducing speed slowly and using 
the car’s momentum to propel you. 

This tip should save two to three 
cents on every gallon of gas. 


what the local farmer and city man 
knows. After all, they’re the ones 
who have been watching the land 
and they’re the ones who will have 
to live with any problems we might 
create.” 


Gov. Vic Atiyeh, with the help of 
Paul Burket, Aeronautics Division ad- 
ministrator, and other members of 
the aviation community, proclaimed 
December 1980 as Aviation Safety 
Month in Oregon. 


Dec. named air 
safety month 


Gov. Vic Atiyeh issued a state- 
ment last month proclaiming De- 
cember 1980 as Aviation Safety 
Month in Oregon. 

He urged all Oregonians to 
““...acknowledge this state’s excel- 
lent aviation system, and lend their 
support, throughout the coming 
year, to a vigorous aviation acci- 
dent prevention program.” 

The governor signed the procla- 
mation in his office with more than 
40 members of the aviation com- 
munity looking on. “All of us-- 
pilots, mechanics, aviation indus- 
tries and governmental agencies-- 
must continually strive to improve 
aviation safety,’ he said. 

Serving as coordinator of the 
event was Aeronautics Division Ad- 
ministrator Paul Burket. 
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BRUCE BOYD, HWY 
Right of Way Manager 


| would have to be assured that any 
work done (to form a central office) 
would be cost effective. 


BOB BLENSLY, POLICY 
Policy and Program Dev. Mgr. 


Yes, very definitely. We should be 
able to save considerable energy 
by making multiple use of vehicles. 
It would also serve a purpose by 
putting people together in vehicles 
and making use of public facilities. 


DON HARWELL, HWY 
County-City Eng., 
Project Mgmt. Branch 


Yes, | think they should, but it 
should be coordinated with other 
efforts instead of having one full- 
time employee devoted to this, be- 
cause of the shortage of funds. We 
should have a more concentrated 
effort in this direction. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
roving photographer. VIA’s 
editors frame the question 
of the month, and answers 
are edited only for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


FRED MILLER, ADMIN. 
Asst. Director for Administration 


| believe that we should pay close 
attention to the energy efficiency 
of our work travel. However, other 
than establishing a central office, 
we should use our existing 
facilities, such as the Energy Infor- 
mation Officer, Energy Planning 
and the Motor Pool. 


DAVE TALBOT, PARKS 
State Parks Administrator 


It sounds like a good idea, but it 
could get so complicated that it 
wouldn’t work. It deserves to be 
looked into further. 


DICK RUMBOLZ, ADMIN. 
Employee Development Mer. 


It sounds great in theory, but for 
several reasons | seriously doubt it 
would work well in actual practice. 
The thing to do, it seems, would be 
to try it for a while and find out. 


SHIRLEY EADS, TRAVEL 
Travel Information Sec. Manager 


| think the idea is worth examining, 
only if we learned that there is a 
sufficient number of those types of 
trips, and that there would be a 


sufficient savings. If it could be © 


done with existing staff and 
facilities, | think it is probably a 
good idea. 


Should ODOT establish a central office to coordinate employees’ intercity 
travel arrangements, and seek to make the trips more energy efficient 
through carpooling and ridesharing? 


DENNIS MOORE, PUBLIC TRANSIT 
Public Transit Administrator 


Absolutely. There’s a tremendous 
potential for energy and cost sav- 
ings through encouraging people 
to use current intercity bus, train, 
and limousine services. Rideshar- 
ing, for work-related trips, also 


shows excellent potential for sav-— 


ings. 


H. SCOTT COULTER, HWY 
State Highway Eng., Salem 


No. The concept is good, but | 
don’t think the efforts that would 
go into it would be that effective. 


LARRY RULIEN, HWY 
Exec. Asst. to State Hwy. Eng. 
Hwy. Div. 


No. Offices to coordinate things, 
although sometimes helpful, be- 
come one more impediment when 
people are planning to do some- 
thing. We have already dis- 
seminated enough information 


about shuttles and carpools, which - 


people should take advantage of. 


— 
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Moving up 


Be ot 


the ranks 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The following ODOT employees 
received promotions recently: 

James E. Armstrong, Park Aide to 
Park Ranger 1, Bullards Beach State 
Park. 

Lorena M. Buren, Accountant 2 to 
Fiscal Coordinator 1, Salem. 

Randall Chatfield, Highway 
Maintenance Worker (HMW) 2 to 
HMW 3, Milwaukie. 

Jan K. Ernst, Park Aide to Park 
Ranger 1, Region 1. 
_ George Gadeholt, Highway En- 
gineer (HE) 1, Portland, to HE 2, 
Milwaukie. 

Thomas W. Petterson, HE 2 to HE 
3, Salem. 
__ M. Faye Pitts, Accounting Clerk 2 
to Accountant 1, Salem. 

John Scofield, HE 4 to Supervising 
Highway Engineer (SHE) C, Salem. 

Murray N. Stone, Engineering 


_ Technician 1 to Environmental 


Technician 2, Portland. 
Klint Tegland, Accountant 1 to 


~ Accountant 2, Salem. 


Elizabeth Cassidy, Clerical Spe- 
cialist, Salem, to Motor Veh. Rep. 
1, Tualatin. | 

Joan Dustan, Management Asst. 


A to Management Asst. B. Salem. 


Carolyn Ink, Clerical Assistant to 
Ss. 


" Diane Smith, Clerical ‘Specialist, 


ae to MVR 1, Medford. 


_ said she enjoyed her 
~ work, but has many 


-ests she wants to 


_ is because of asis- ™ ; 
ter at home who is in poor health. 


VIA protiles some of the ODOT 
employees who retired at the end 
of 7980. 


Kathy Story, 62, was a clerical 
assistant for the Motor Vehicles Di- 
vision in Salem 
with the department 
28 years ago. She 


hobbies and inter- 


pursue. One of the 
reasons she retired 


“1 want to be home so | can help all 
1 can,’ she said. 

Kathy said she will miss the peo- 
ple at DMV. ‘‘My job has been very 
interesting,’ she said. ‘I’ve had a 
lot of variety and learned a lot 


about people.” 


LOS PLM 


- John Strahan, 62, retired as a HMW 


3 after 33 years in Grants Pass. John 


said he just wanted to take advan- 


tage of the opportunity to retire. 

John worked with the mainte- 
nance unit in Grants Pass since 
1948. He said he might work at 


_ other different jobs during his re- 


tirement, but wanted to save some 


time for fishing, hunting, and a trip 


back to the Midwest, where he 


| _ grew up. 


John said he had “‘mostly good’ 


; years with the department. ‘I have 


a lot of good memories,” he said. 


_ “I'm really going to miss it, but it 


_ feels good to retire, too.” 


since starting 


Randall Chatfield 


The following ODOT employees 
retired last month: 

George McKay, Photographer, 
Salem; 28-and-a-half years. 

Lyle E. Winkle, Photographer 2, 
Salem; 15 years. 

Lloyd A. Mitchell, Park Manager 
‘C, Newberg; 19-and-a-half years. 

Deloris C. Head, Administrative 
Assistant (AA) 1, Salem; 19 years. 


; Alvin Armstrong 


Paul Nice, 60, retired as storekeep- 
er 2 in LaGrande due to health 
reasons. But he won't let that stop 
him from snowmobiling, traveling, 
camping, and woodworking. 

Paul started with the department 
in 1945 as a mechanic in LaGrande. 
He was promoted to the storeroom 
and was a storekeeper 2 since 1971. 

Paul said he has no regrets about 
retiring, and won’t miss the job too 
much as he plans to go back and 
visit frequently. 

“Wve had a lot of fun,’ he said. 
“We had a lot of good times and 
some bad times. Sometimes it got a 
little rough out there, working on 
the machinery in the middle of a 
snowstorm when it was zero de- 
grees, but | enjoyed it.’ 
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Olean Taylor, 55, retired as a motor 
vehicle representative 1 after 25 
years with the state to manage her 
own riverside park ; 
near Valley Junction, 
where ORE18 and 
ORE 22 meet. She 
said the park is open 
all year round and _ 
will have overnight 
camping, recreation, 
and alittle fishing. 
She will move down to start work 
on her park the beginning of Feb- 
ruary. 

Olean started work with the 


state in 1956 as a file clerk in the 


Welfare office in Portland. She 
transferred after seven years to the 
Motor Vehicles Division, where 
she spent the past 18 years. 


Elizabeth Cassidy 


Deloris Head 


Retiree spotlight 


Murray Stone 


Retirements 


Theodore A. Dethlefs, Public Rec- 
reation Tech. 2, Salem; 12-and-a- 
half years. 

James E. Barber, Highway Mainte- 
nance Worker (HMW) 2, Stanfield; 
8-and-a-half years. 

Donald E. Johnson, HMW 3, 
Clackamas; 15-and-a-half years. 

Richard H. Nelson, Highway 
Maintenance Foreman (HMF) 1, 


Donald Johnson 


“I've very much enjoyed my 
years with the department,” she 
said. ‘I’m going to miss everybody, 
but I’m looking forward to seeing 
them when they come down to 
picnic at the park.” 


1 FOC PROF 


Raymond Schuberg, 62, was a da- 
ta control engineer in Salem who 
retired after 31 years with the 
department. He start- a 
ed as an engineering 
aide in 1950, and mo- 
ved up into Data 
Processing, where he u 
worked for 20 years. 

Ray said there 
were many reasons 
for his retirement. ~~~ % 
“It was a very difficult decision to 
retire,’ he said. ‘I agonized over 
it for a .year. 1 still don’t know if 
it’s the right thing to do, but I’m 
doing it.” 

Ray has no definite plans for re- 
tirement, but he doesn’t think his 
life will change too much. He will 
continue to jog and spend time 
with his 12-year-old daughter. 


MO Cp ne) 


Lonnie Hughes, 62, retired as a high- 
way maintenance worker 3 in LaG- 
rande after 29 years with the 
department because of minor 
health problems. - 

Lonnie started with the Highway 
Division as an electrician’s helper 
in Salem, and moved to LaGrande 
in 1964 as a maintenance worker. 
He said he traveled all around the 
state with the crew in Salem, but 


Remembering 


The following ODOT retirees 
passed away recently: 

Charles E. Nyhus, 85, died Nov. 
24 in Corvallis. He retired from 
ODOT as a highway maintenance 
worker in 1942. 

Donald B. Taylor, 72, died Dec. 1 
at his home in Salem. He was em- 
ployed in the accounting depart- 
ment of the Highway Division until 
his retirement in 1973 as a Fiscal 
Officer 3. 


Portland; 8 years. 

Alvin Armstrong, Motor Vehicles 
Rep. (MVR) 3, Salem; 35 years. 

Ivan Brown, MVR 3, Salem; 26 
years. 

Esther Brunner, 
Eugene; 16 years. 

Earl Crabb, DMV Office Manager 
3, Salem; 15 years. 

D.W. Christianson, Personnel Of- 
ficer, Salem; 29 years. 

Lois Hausdorf, Clerical Assistant, 
Salem; 18 years. 

Harold Lyster, Fuel Tax Unit Di- 
rector, Portland; 14 years. 

Gail O’Connor, MVR 1, Beaver- 
ton; 14 years. 

William Porter, Program Coor- 
dinator 1, Salem; 35 years. 

Effie-Ellen Smith, AA 1, Umatilla; 
11 years. 

Emma’ ‘Olean’ Taylor, MVR a 
North Portland; 25 years. 

Kathy Story, Clerical Assistant, 
Salem; 28-and-a-half years. 


MVR 1, West 


prefers to live in LaGrande. 

Lonnie plans to hunt and fish 
and do a little gardening, “which 
keeps me occupied in the 
summer.” 

Lonnie said he ‘enjoyed every 
year” working with the depart- 
ment. “I met a lot of nice people 
and made quite a few friends,’ he 
said. 


D. W. “Chris’“ Christiansen, 64, re- 
tired as Motor Vehicles Division 
personnel and training officer in 
Salem to raise geese on his 125- 
acre farm, which he said is a full- 
time job. 

Chris spent 20 years in DMV’s 
personnel office after starting with 
the department in 1953. He said 
with the farm he has no time for 
hobbies, but plans to do a little 
traveling. 

Chris said he will miss work. 
“I've enjoyed my years with the 
state,’’ he said. 


IQ SFOS 


Lloyd Mitchell, 60, retired as dis- 
trict park manager in Newberg. He 
started with the pepartment’ as a 
highway maintenan- 
ce worker in 1961. 
Lloyd retired early 
due to health rea- 
sons, and plans to 
“do some travel- 
ing, hunting, fishing 
and golfing.” Ss 

Lloyd said heen- ‘~~ = 
joyed his years with ODOT and will 
miss his job and his co-workers. 
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By Anna Browne Muzzall 


Mike Stovall has seen his share 
of floods, snow and volcanos as 
Region 1 maintenance engineer for 
the Highway Division. In fact, he’s 
‘‘been through it all’’ during a 
career that began as a rear chain- 
man on a survey crew more than 30 
years ago. 

But Stovall wouldn’t be any 
place else. ‘I’m going to be 60 ina 
few weeks and I’d like to work for 
another 10 years.’ 

Stovall,. known affectionately as 
“Skinhead” among some of his col- 
leagues, is described by them as 
dedicated, practical and ‘‘kind of a 
character.“ 

“He’s one of a kind,” says 
Ed Hardt, Region 1 engineer. 
“He loves his job. He would 
probably work for nothing.” 

Hardt says he remembers 
about a year ago when he and 
Stovall took a class on how to 
handle stress, ‘“and afterwards 
Mike said, ‘Il don’t need a class 
on how to handle stress -- | 
create it.’’ 

Some of Stovall’s associates 
insist he enjoys his job most 
when he’s in a stress situation. 

“All of your experience comes 
into focus during a disaster,” 
he says.“‘It’s the time when you 
really have to use your head. | 
guess | do like a crisis because _ 
there is a feeling of accomplish- 
ment. It’s a challenge to pull every- 
thing together.” 

During a snowstorm last winter 
which blanketed the Columbia Riv- 
er Gorge, Stovall was responsible 
for bringing in snow removal 
equipment from throughout the 
state and clearing five feet of snow 
in as many days. 


Prepared for the ash 


Most of the time, Stovall and his 
crews don’t know what will hit 
them next, but they were prepared 
for last October's ash fall. 

After Mount St. Helens erupted 
in May, Stovall and a few other 
maintenance engineers visited 
their counterparts in Washington’s 
Highway Divison to see how they 
were handling the massive clean- 
up. When the mountain spouted 
off again and ash reached the Port- 
land area, Region 1’s crews knew in 
advance how to cope with the 
problem. 
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“You know, it took me 25 
years to go through college.” 


~, me AF pany. * 
emt a ea Tamron 
at Nap ey ey vf ct amen men Bs ca 


Stovall maintains his sense of 
humor throughout the disasters. 
“It’s all part of the job,” in his view. 
His philosophy is: ‘Regardless of 
what you do, you ought to have fun 
doing it -- otherwise it’s not 
worth doing.’ By his own ad- 
mission he likes to “keep things 
stirred up’ whenever they get 
dull, and he’s always looking 
forward to his next day at work. 

One of the reasons Stovall 
enjoys his work is the variety 
of his region, which includes 


“There’s a feeling of accomplish- 
ment during a crisis. It’s a chal- 
lenge to pull everything together.” 


everything from mountain wilder- 
ness to the metropolitan area of 
Portland. 

“Everything happens here from 
the regular duties to the disasters,’ 
he says. His job in maintenance is 
to keep everything together. 


Pe 
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Stovall defines maintenance as 
the ‘‘operations unit’ of the High- 
way Division. ‘‘We’re responsible 
for everything after the construc- 
tion,” he says. ‘‘We take care of 


things like cleanup, landscap- 
ing, striping and signing.“ 

Stovall has worked in mainte- 
nance most of his 32 years with 
the division. All of those years 
have been spent around the 
Portland area, where he was 
born and raised. 
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“‘Regardless of what you do, you 
ought to have fun doing it.“ 


“| like to keep things stirred up.” 


Before coming to work for the 
state, Stovall served ‘‘three years, 
seven months and 12 days” in the 
Navy during World War II. He was 
28 years old and only a year short of 
graduating when he quit college to 
go to work for the division in 1949. 

He worked his way up the line to 
front chainman, then into an office 
as a designer, and, later, as a 
draftsman. He didn’t like sitting in 
the office, but turned down pro-_ 
motions that would have made him 
leave Portland. Finally, he was pro-. 
moted to assistant resident en- 
gineer in Portland, and then resi- 
dent engineer. 


College graduate 


Stovall jokes that he may be a 
‘little slow,’ but he eventually fin- 
ished his college education, after 
25 years, by taking night classes. 
He graduated from Portland State 
University with a degree in general 
studies. He still likes to take a class 
“once in a while’ for the fun of it. 

Stovall’s only regret about his 
position is that he doesn’t 
get to know employees out 
in the field as much as he 
used to. 

“| like to know the’ men,’ 
he says. ‘I like to know as 
many people as | can. Work- 


have to get to know all the 


relatives.’ Wie te 


' ked in the Portland area 


round the world. He and his 
wife, Ruth, vacation in diff- 
erent parts of the state 


and collect rocks. They 
have traveled to Europe 
and Hawaii, and their next 


tralia or the Orient. 


married 34 years, and they 
have one son, a married daugh- 
ter and two grandchildren. 
As for the future, Stovall can’t 


see himself too far away from his_ 


desk and a huge wall chart showing 
the location of his region’s mainte- 
nance equipment. 

Stovall’s home is in his Mil- 
waukie office, and he’s not too an- 
xious to leave it. ‘“They’re going to 
have to carry me out of here,” he 
says, grinning. 
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Retirees let us ciate what's caseniny 


Retired “business” cards 


CLINT DEYO, P.O. Box 156, De- 
poe Bay, OR 97431. 

Since retirement, Clint and his 
wife have moved to Depoe Bay. 
Their home is less than a block 
from the ocean. 

Clint’s new ‘‘business” cards 
read: CLINT DEYO, Retired (Let’s 
Go Fishing) No Business--No Wor- 
ries--No Job--No Money--No Pros- 
pects. 

His work schedule reads as fol- 
lows: Monday -- Friday, We do as 


little as possible. Saturday, Sun- 
days, and Holidays, We do less. 


Retiree picks up sticks 


LEONARD LINDAS, 3729 Manor 
Drive N.E., Salem 97301. Retired 
1973. 

Leonard calls his 16 years as the 
Highway Division’s legal beagle, 
great years. He was chief counsel 
in 1964, when he moved to Nevada 
to be chief counsel of its highway 
division. He returned to the Ore- 
gon Highway Division in 1969, and 


retired as ODOT’s chief counsel . 

Now, he says, he is pursuing his 
“real love.’ He is gaining quite a 
reputation as drummer and leader 
of a small group of Salem-area 
musicians, who call themselves 
“The Melodee Men.” 

They play mostly charity gigs, 
Leonard says, and often at senior 
citizen centers and nursing homes. 
They play regularly for a Salem 
dance club, and every Monday 
morning (that’s right) at the Salem- 
area Senior Center, where Leonard 
is vice president of the 7,000- 


member organization. 

Leonard says he played drums 
quite a bit during high school and 
college, and practically earned his 
way through law school playing 
them. He also played briefly for the 
Metroplitan Police Department in 
New York City. 

But, he says, for the next 30 
years he never picked up a sticng 
until retirement in 1973. 


ing for the highway is like 
marrying into a family-- you 


~ 


_ all his life, he travels widely — 
throughout Oregon and a- — 


trip may take them to Aus- ~ 


He and Ruth have been | 


Although Stovall has wor- 


where he likes to fish, hunt 


He’s sure making up for aud aw 


time now, and there are thousands > 


of Salem-area seniors that are glad 
of it. 


